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The Book of Plants of Abu Hanifa ad-Dinawari. Part of the Alphabetical 
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Universitets Arsskrift 1953: 10.) 
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INTRODUCTION 

ABU HANlFA AHMAD IBN DAWUD AD-DiNAWARl was 
of Iranian origin as is indicated by the name of his 
grandfather, Wanand. In spite of the great value attached to 
his work by later authors very little has been handed down 
about his life except a short notice by Ibn an-Nadlm (Fihrist, 
78), copied by Yaqut with additional notices (Irsad, i: 123-1.27, 
cf. as-$afadi, al-Wafl, vi: 377-379). According to various 
sources, his death is said to have fallen in 281 or 282/894-5 or 
before 290/902-3. That he lived in Dinawar is corroborated by 
what is said by the astronomer ‘Abd ar-Rahman as-$ufi, who 
saw the house in Dinawar that served him as an observatory. 
His philological studies he prosecuted in ‘Iraq, where he 
learned both from Basran and Kufan teachers, especially from 
the grammarians as-Sikklt and Ibn as-Sikklt. 

In the field of philology, DinawarFs main work was the 
Book of Plants. His purpose in this work was lexicographical, 
to collect all tradition available in poetry and in the sayings 
and writings of the ruwal about words and terminations in the 
field of plants and plant life, including also the role of plant 
material in the economy of men and for the life of animals. 
To philologists, lexicographers and writers on botanical and 
pharmacological matters, the Book of Plants was the main 
source of knowledge about the botanical nomenclature of 
Classical Arabic. In the great dictionaries, from Ibn Sida on, 
are to be found also numerous quotations from Abu Hanlfa, 
drawn in fact from the Kitab an-nabat, which do not seem to 
have had a place in a book of plants, including philological 
commentaries upon verses of poetry. 

The aspect of the work may be illustrated by a short 
summary of the subjects dealt with in the part published here; 
cf. Contents of chapters. 

♦ * 

On pasture. In this chapter Dinawar! treats of the rich Bcduin terminology 
of pasturage; of observations made by them concerning illnesses caused in 
camels and sheep by over-eating different kinds of plants, and the terminolo- 
gy of these illnesses; of the terminology of watering; of licit and illicit 
grounds; of the nutritional conditions of the camel; of opinions held by the 
Arabs concerning the reddish colour of the ostrich observed in spring; of flies 
affecting beasts and dogs. 



vi 


On locusts. In this zoological chapter dealing with the worst damage 
affecting vegation, DInawarl treats of the stages of evolution of the locust 
from the egg to the flying insect and the names given to those stages. In the 
text of this chapter, Abu Haira aI-‘AdawI is quoted, who is known to have 
written a Book of Insects (Ibn an-Nadlm, Fihrist, p. 45). 

On truffles. On the rich terminology of mushrooms, their characteristic 
features, the kinds of ground where they grow. 

On different kinds or exudation of trees and herbs growing in the country 
of the Arabs, including also objects of foreign origin. In Beduin diet, the 
sweet juice that flows out in summer from, certain kinds of trees and shrubs 
plays a considerable part. The author treats of the terminology of this juice, 
its colour and flavour; about the construction of the kiln for extraction of tar 
and about the kinds of wood from which it was extracted, the purposes for 
which it was used etc. 

On the terminology and the methods of tanning current among the 
Beduins. 

On the method and terminology of firemaking and the different kinds of 
fuel used by the Arabs of the desert. 

On dyestuffs of botanical origin produced in Arabia or imported. This 
chapter was often quoted by the pharmacologists. 

On the aromatic plants growing in Arabia or imported from other countries 
and mentioned in poetry. 

On the toothpick and the kinds of trees from which it was taken. 

On the terminology of cordage and the materials and methods of rope- 
making. 

On the honey and the bee. Dealing with the biology of the bee, the author 
points out that he obtained his information from ‘scholars of the past’ 
(al^ulama* al-qudum). This term, which occurs several times in the work is 
here clearly opposed to DInawarFs Arab informants and its meaning can be 
established witn full evidence from this passage; ‘People who have knowledge 
about the bees assert that separate detachments ot them arc detailed for 
diverse operations; some of them build (the combs) of wax, others carry 
honey and pour it into the combs, others carry water and dilute the honey 
with it/ The source of this passage is Aristotle’s Historia animalium, Book IX, 
40 (625b: 15). 

On bow and arrows. The quotations taken from this chapter by the authors 
of the dictionaries was used by F.W. SCHWARZLOSE, Die Waffcn der Allen 
Araber. Leipzig 1886. 


As can be seen from the text, the work was essentially a 
compilation of earlier collections in the field. In the case of at 
least some of these collections it can be demonstrated by 
literary evidence that they existed in a written form. In the 
chapter on the locusts, a set of descriptions by Asrna 4 ! of the 
larval stages is quoted in the same order also by Cahiz (see 
paragr. 229-248) and clearly points to a written source com- 
mon to both authors. Quoting (about a hundred times) the 
well-known Beduin informant Abu Ziyad al-Kilabi, the author 



evidently keeps orthographic peculiarities characteristic of his 
source (e.g. paragr. 1073). 


The Book of Plants was made the subject of a study by B. 
SILBERBERG (Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie, 24-25. 1910-1911) 
who tried to reconstruct the outlines of the work. Starting 
from chapters in Ibn Sida’s al-Muxassas containing quotations 
attributed to Abu Hanlfa, Silberberg inferred that the Book of 
Plants was made up of monographs largely corresponding to 
these chapters. The real character of the work became known 
through MS A 4716 of the University Library of Istanbul 
containing, according to the title of the book, the fifth part of 
the Kitab an-nabat. In the text of this part, the author tells the 
reader that he had divided his work into two sections: a 
monograph section containing ‘chapters’ on different subjects 
which he ‘considered appropriate to mention before ment- 
ioning the plants once after another’, and a section in which 
plants were described under their names arranged in an 
alphabetical order according to the first letter of the name. 
The Istanbul manuscript happened to contain the last part of 
the first section and the first part of the alphabetical one. This 
part was edited by me in The Book of Plants of Abu Hanlfa 
ad-DTnawari. Part of the Alphabetical Section ( j-i ) Uppsala & 
Wiesbaden (Uppsala Universitets Arsskrift 1953:10.) 

The existence of another manuscript of the Kitab an-nabat 
was made known to me by a letter from Dr. L. Nemoy of the 
Yale University Library, who kindly informed me that the 
third part of the work was contained in Cod. Salisbury 77 of 
that library (see also L. NEMOY, Arabic manuscripts of the 
Yale University Library. Transactions of the Connecticut 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Vol. 40. 1956, p. 158, No. 
1497.) This manuscript belongs to a collection of Arabic 
manuscripts purchased by E.E. Salisbury at the sale of the 
private library of Silvestre de Sacy and presented to Yale in 
1870. A note about its existence in Europe was in fact to be 
found in Bibliotheque de M. Ie baron Silvestre de Sacy, T. iii, 
Paris 1842, p. 15, No. 80. 

So far then, two full parts, the third and the fifth, of 
DInawari’s work have come down to us. Concerning the 


♦ ♦ * 

Vlii 


number of its parts there is a note in Xizanat al-adab of 
‘Abdalqadir al-Bagdadi, Vol. i, p. 11, that the author read a 
copy of it in six large volumes. From the fact that the part of 
the alphabetical section which is contained in P. v comprises 
one third of the alphabet, we may infer that the division of 
the work represented by our manuscripts is the same as that 
represented by the copy known to ‘Abdalqadir. This division 
was made by the copyist who wrote our manuscripts, both of 
them completed in the year 645/1247. The manuscript copied 
by him was written, in ten parts, by the philologist Abu Sa'Id 
as-Sirafl (280/893-368/979); see my publication mentioned 
above, pp. 14-16. 


In the present publication the reader will find what has 
come down to us of the Monograph Section of the Book of 
Plants, that is to say the ‘chapters’ contained in PP. iii and v. 
Apart from the Yale MS and the Istanbul MS, I had the 
opportunity to use also the Madina fragments of Dinawari’s 
work found by Dr. M. Hamidullah, who generously put at my 
disposal his copy of them; see my previous publication, pp. 

1 - 2 . 


The text of the chapter On the honey and the bees of P. iii 
(§ § 968-1061) was compared with that of a treatise called 
Kitab al-'asal wa-n-nahl wa-n-nabat alladl tagris minhu li-Abi 
‘Umar. This treatise, written by the philologist Abu ‘Umar 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdalwahid az-Zahid al-Mutarriz, also called 
Gulam Ta'lab, d. 345/956-7, is contained in an ancient An- 
dalusian manuscript, Cod. Escorial Legajo 1898. It was studied 
by the late Professor J. KRAEMER (Legajo-Studien zur al- 
tarabischen Philologie. ZDMG, Bd 110. 1961, pp. 252-300) 
who rightly identified the text of the treatise as being taken 
from the Book of Plants. A full analysis of it is given in the 
Arabic written introduction of this publication. 

The reader will notice that some orthographic peculiarities 
adopted by Oriental printers against the standard of ancient 
manuscripts have been left uncorrected by the editor. 

Finally I wish to express my deep gratitude to Dr. STEFAN 
WILD of the Orient-Institut der Deutschen Morgenlandischen 
Gesellschaft, Beirut for this generous and unfailing help in 
seeing the book through the press. I have to acknowledge also 



valuable assistance from Dr. WADAD EL-KADI. She looked 
through my Arabic introduction and kindly suggested impor- 
tant corrections. 


Bernhard Lewin 


Goteborg, September 1973 



